Interaction of epithelial and stromal cells in vaginal adenosis.
Two types of direct contact between epithelial and stromal cells in patients with vaginal adenosis are documented in electron micrographs. In the first type, epithelial cells send cytoplasmic extensions through the basal lamina to achieve, at times, complete fusion with fibroblasts in the stromal compartment. In the second type, mast cells act as intermediaries between the epithelial and stromal compartments.